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OThe year 201G 2011 was a very flourishing and re- Now we ed_ucate more than 600 _students. When the
warding year. The most important reward, of course, €xpansion is ready, the school will grow to 650 students
was that in June all 25 students of the second group &nd extend by grade 11 and 12. _

class 10 passed their government exams. We were Vgﬁ;le Stars School is unique in Varanasi: a complete fee
proud of this result. frée quality education for poor families! The constantly
At the photo you see already the third cluster at their 9rowing amount of Little Stars is also a bit scary, be-
farewell party. All of them want to go to class 11, whaf@use the school is totally dependlng_on private dona-
we strongly encourage. We will financially and mentaf{pns. We thank God and our many friends all over the
support these fine thriving youngsters. world for the generosityO

The demand for education at Little Stars is still increas-

ing. Itis so difficult to say no to the desperate mothergsha Pandey, founder and director of LSS

things as they are
Robert Kennedy
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QL LITTLE STARS SCHOOL *% www.littlestarsschool.org revamped

Recently Pierre and Lex
website, which had been maintained with care for
Home = =@ Mmany years by Teri Akin.

The new website relates LSS in its community, has
Hari Qm more background information, and invites the visi-

Little Stars School provides a free education for more than 600 children

am snasrteges nomes m wagwa, varamass, s s ve oy 1OV 10 g€1 iNVOIved in very different ways. It has
school of its kind in Varanasi providing guality educatien to children

o poor amites 1om ey ae 100 oese e s 1INKS 1O Little Stars pages on Facebook, Twitter and
ganss 19l o bl donslons 18 sponorin 2L YouTube. We hope to increase our site traffic to

The semans 1o s wna o saneaten s crowns we oe ey [1€1PP g€t the word out to new donors and volun-
erkns ta expend me seneal on < prven oz e prsentoiens - taargl Please take a minute to check it out and

HOME CHILDREN SCHOOL EXPANSION  GIRLS HOSTEL  HISTORY NEWS GETINVOLVED VOLUNTEERING CONTACT

especially for grade 6 to 12. Our studenis can access a complete

cducation and even have the opportunity to attend university forward |t along to at |east one friend_ The S|te
Asha Pandey is the founder and director of LSS, . . . .
« was also financially made possible by Amritaz, Web
S Solutions, India. We welcome your suggestions.
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Quality of Education

the education, and Little Stars School is no exce
many government schools, but we know we can

a team, working hard on the curriculum, looking
for better textbooks, and improving teaching by
regul ar teachersdo trai
We were able to raise

cial possibility for extra tuition, can only improve
small classes with individual attention. To help o

Above: Priyads

wor kshop ab olustudents guercoma £xira ghallerges we emplay

from Holland, in action with English in (pyeursery classes. full and part time teachers. We want to pay our

their skills.

ARA school S
t eachers a

We are lucky to have the permanent, voluntary
help of a retired principalMalti Singh . Our first

provements.
We especially are applying for donations for

The most vital issue in any school is the quality of

p_

tion. Our exam results are OK, in fact better than

improve. Teachers and staff are now functioning as

ni
t

slightly. However, a school for the poor however,
is also a poor school. Our kind of students, from
very poor and illiterate parents, without any finan-

in
ur
34w :

best teachers a decent salary of at least 3500 ru-
pees to improve retention and help them improve

as
I e

fulltime and committed Indian volunteer Mrs. Singh,
brings years of experience and a passion for edu-
cating children. She feels at home in our school,
gives suggestions and has helped to make many im-

the teachersod sal ari es.

The Expansion there are no supporting walls

which will allow us changing the
In May 2010, as the astrologers de-pane and size of classrooms as n

cided, the building of the expanS|onessary

of Little Stars School started. The \ya will start without plastering and
basement and ground floor are al- 4,615 and windows. Slowly, slowly
most fully constructed, which is a e il finishthe building and per-
very quick building speed for India. haps in the near future we even
We were very happy that Baba Harhope to build the third floor.

Ram ji blessed the beginning of the ,

project with his presence.

The foundation of the new building |2
is very strong, and we are trying to |
build up to the second floor. Then
we will have 12 classrooms, a mult
purpose basement, and a small pla
ground. We are constructing the

building in a very flexible manner;

ec-
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The Hostel Girls

The girls at the marriage of Ashads cousin
ther does not allow her to stay because she can take

There are 22 girls in the hostel. Most of them care of her four smaller sisters and can bring in some
have no mother. Their fathers have irregular jobs, aremoney with cleaning jobs and by begging. We several
living on the street and are often addicted to alcohol. times visited her and spoke to her father, mother and
Some are orphans and have been adopted by Asha. grandmother. But the father persisted and there was no
Two girls entered this year. Shobnah (16) came via chance to get her back. Consolata, her dedicated foster
Childline, an Indian organization who takes care for mother onwards 2007 from Italy, was shocked.
abandoned children. She has considerable learning ar-

rears. Mukta (3) came by the locale police. Her alco-

holic father was not longer able to look after her, al-

though he tried his best. The mother has died. Mukta

came in tears, but now she is full of joy and does not

want to go back. Her father calls her sometimes.

Komal, in the red dress, with her sisters.

The hostel is situated on the second floor of Little Stars
School. There are a nice renovated dormitory, a recertly
enlarged kitchen, a new bathroom with 4 showers, tw(

toilets and 4 wash basins and a water cooler.

Komal

This year Mahima (17) went out of the hostel because| .
her father had arranged her marriage. Komal (12) re- \[/)Vlgg:]gtﬁghgxm;'nrgfoahg?e"’:g %ﬁ?ﬁzﬁ’r"mﬁ o thsaérg‘éoas
cently left the hostel definitively, after already having |q living roo‘r)'n of the hostel {;irls and will be ni¥:e deca
been on a leave for 6 months. Komal had beeninthe | .4 24 appropriate fumished.

hostel from the beginning in 2004, but her alcoholic fa

=
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